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The yearbook covers all aspects of the
environment in Ireland from major policy
issues and sub-sectoral analysis through
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agencies,
environmental
services
companies, water and waste companies,
consultants and services providers across
the sector. The yearbook is a detailed
reference to the main environmental issues
and sectors in Ireland, north and south.
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Chapter 2: Climate action

Ireland’s 2021 Climate Action law
the implementation of adaptation
policies under the most recently
approved national adaptation
framework. A similar obligation is
imposed on every government
minister in relation to the sector that
they have responsibility for;
•

• A detailed guide to each sector, with listings of
organisations and companies active in each sector
• ‘Who’s who’ section giving biographical details of the
key decision makers in the Irish environmental sector
• Directory of companies selling environmental
products and services

Act 2021 was introduced on 23 July 2021. This follows on from
Ireland's declaration of a climate emergency in May 2019, the EU's
renewed focus on environmental action through the European
Green Deal (announced in December 2019) and international
efforts to strengthen global climate action at the COP26, the UN
Climate Change Conference in Glasgow in November 2021.
The core aim of the Act is to provide for
the approval of various plans to be
prepared by Government, to enable
Ireland transition towards becoming a
climate resilient, biodiversity rich,
environmentally sustainable and climate
neutral economy by no later than 2050.

GHGs and address the necessity of
adaptation to climate change, taking
account of their local authority
climate action plan;
•

Pathway to targets – the Act
provides a framework for the
development of enabling plans and
strategies to reach the 2030 and
2050 targets through annual climate
action plans, five-yearly long-term
climate action strategies, five-yearly
carbon budgets, sectoral emission
ceilings, and a national adaptation
framework. This framework is
intended to address the Supreme
Court's concern in the Climate Case
Ireland about the lack of specificity
in Ireland's National Mitigation Plan;

•

Climate reporting – the Act
imposes a climate reporting
obligation on the Minister for the
Environment, Climate and
Communications. The Minister must
give regular accounts (at the written
request of a joint committee) on the
latest climate action plan, whether
there has been a reduction or
increase in GHGs, compliance with
carbon budgets (from 2022), and

The Act amends the Climate Action and
Low Carbon Development Act 2015 and
provides a framework for Ireland to
reduce its carbon emissions in the
following ways:
•

National Strategic Objective – the
Act sets an objective to achieve the
transition to a climate neutral
economy by 2050;

•

Greenhouse gas reduction – the
Act sets an interim target of a 51%
reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030 as against 2018
levels;
Local authority climate action
plan – the Act provides that all local
authorities must make individual
local climate action plans and when
making their Development Plans,
must include objectives for reducing

the climate action plan;

o

the national long term climate
action strategy;

o

the national adaptation
framework (and approved
sectoral adaptation plans); and

o

•

national climate objective and
the objective of mitigating GHG
emissions.

State liability – the Act provides
that there is no entitlement to
remedy or relief by way of damages
or compensation for failure to
comply with the Act.

The national 2030 target is ambitious
and will require swift and sustained
action by the Irish Government but also
all aspects of business, agriculture and
society at large. We expect the biggest
immediate impact will be in relation to
firstly, the setting of carbon budgets and
the making of regulations by the
Government for determining how GHG
emissions (and their reduction) are to be
accounted for and secondly, specific
measures by local authorities as part of
their climate action plans. In the new
development plan cycle, we should see
a greater emphasis on climate change
and the necessity of adaptation,
particularly in sustainable housing and
transportation strategies.
For more information in relation to this
topic, please contact our Climate Action
Partner leads:
Ross Moore
Energy and Natural Resources
A&L Goodbody
T: +353 1 649 2117
E: rmoore@algoodbody.com
Alan Roberts
Environmental and Planning
A&L Goodbody
T: +353 1 649 2108
E: aroberts@algoodbody.com
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Chapter 8: Agriculture and environment
Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) and Common
Agricultural Policy Reform
The CAP is a system of subsidies and
support programmes for agriculture
operated by the EU. Originally launched
in 1962 it was developed as a
partnership between agriculture and
society, and between Europe and its
Member State farmers. The main aims of
the policy are to secure a decent
standard of living for farmers and a
stable, secure and varied food supply for
European citizens.
On 1 June 2018, the European
Commission presented legislative
proposals for a new CAP. The proposals
outlined a simpler and more efficient
policy that will incorporate the
sustainable ambitions of the European
Green Deal. After extensive negotiations,
the European Parliament, the Council of
the EU and the European Commission
reached an agreement on a new CAP on
25 June 2021. The new CAP is due to be
implemented from 1 January 2023,
pending final agreement between the
European Parliament and the Council of
the EU.
Three out of nine of the CAP’s specific
objectives directly concern the
environment and climate – covering
climate change, management of natural
resources, and biodiversity. Taken as a
whole, the CAP’s objectives will cover
the three dimensions of sustainability
(environmental, economic and social).
When assessing Member States’ draft
CAP Strategic Plans against the CAP’s
specific objectives, the Commission will

• A practical overview of the planning processes in
Ireland, north and south
• Practical guides on environmental issues for senior
managers

o

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment)

•

• Listings of all relevant policy makers and government
agencies

Performance of functions – the
Act provides that “relevant bodies”
(including various state and semistate bodies) must, in so far as
practicable, perform their functions
in a manner consistent with:

do so in the light of Green Deal targets
for 2030 as set out in the Farm to Fork
Strategy and the EU Biodiversity
Strategy for 2030. To this end, it will use
the recommendations which it issued to
each Member State in December 2020.
Within this framework, when drawing up
their CAP Strategic Plans, Member
States will have to take account
explicitly and clearly of the analysis,
objectives and targets of key EU laws on
climate change, energy, water, air,
biodiversity and pesticides. They will
have to update their plans when this is
necessary so as to align them to
changes to the relevant legislation.

three billion trees by 2030. The strategy
requires every European Member State
to play a role, based on objective
ecological criteria, recognising that each
country has a different quantity and
quality of biodiversity. As custodians of
our land, farmers are pivotal. When
biodiversity is lost on agricultural land
farmers are the first to see the
consequences, and when it is restored
they are the first to see the benefits. To
support the sustainability of both nature
and farming the EU Biodiversity Strategy
is aligned with developments in the new
CAP and the EU’s Farm to Fork Strategy
2020.

Member States will be required to “aim
higher” with regard to the environment
and climate in the way they use CAP
funds as compared to the previous
(current) policy period. To ensure that the
contribution of the CAP to climate action
is correctly measured and accounted for,
the Commission will propose an
improved methodology, to be in place as
of 2026 at the latest.

Farm to Fork Strategy
2020

EU Biodiversity Strategy
for 2030
Biodiversity loss and climate change are
interlinked. Maintaining soils, forests and
wetlands will help to mitigate and adapt
to climate change. The EU Biodiversity
Strategy for 2030 published in 2020 aims
to establish protected areas for at least
30% of the land in Europe and restore
degraded ecosystems on land through
an increase in organic farming and
biodiversity-rich landscape features;
halting and reversing the decline in
pollinators; reducing the use of
pesticides by 50% by 2030; and planting

The Farm to Fork Strategy is an
opportunity to improve the environment
that agriculture depends on. The Farm to
Fork Strategy aims to make food
systems fair, healthy and environmentally
friendly. It identified the need for an
accelerated transition to more
sustainable food systems, which among
other objectives should have a neutral or
positive environmental impact, help to
mitigate climate change and adapt to its
impacts and reverse the loss of
biodiversity. A legislative framework will
be proposed to support the
implementation of the strategy and the
development of sustainable food policy.
Significantly, under the strategy the
European Commission will take action
on two major fronts. First, a target to
reduce nutrient losses by at least 50%,
while ensuring no deterioration in soil
fertility, will aim to reduce synthetic
fertiliser use by at least 20% by 2030.
Second, targets will be implemented to
reduce the overall use of chemical
pesticides by 50% and the use of more
hazardous pesticides by 50% by 2030.

Nitrates Action
Programme and
Derogation Review
Intensively stocked livestock farms with
Nitrates Directive derogations will be
required to further improve efficiencies
and reduce their environmental footprint
across a range of issues. The Nitrates
Directive (91/676/EEC) aims to protect
water quality by reducing pollution from
agricultural sources and promoting the
use of good agricultural practice. It
forms an integral part of the Water
Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) and is
one of the key instruments in the
protection of waters against pollution
from agricultural practices.
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energy report

3. Chinese coal policy is becoming
“more stick”, which has seen for the
first time in 15 years a decline in coal
consumption in China.

Climate ambition
At this year’s Energy Ireland conference the International
Energy Agency’s incoming Executive Director Fatih Birol gave a
keynote address detailing how the energy sector will have a
key role to play in combating climate change.
Speaking six months out from COP21 in
Paris, Fatih Birol says that it is one of the
most critical political meetings in
decades. “When I look at the political
picture, I see a momentum building and
that’s good news.”
Last November there was an historic
announcement between the leaders of
China and the United States, with both
countries announcing the determination
to come up with an agreement in Paris
on climate change. Birol stresses the
significance of this announcement as
these two countries account for almost
half of global greenhouse gas emissions.
In addition he highlights the EU 2030

targets that are already in place.

sighted assumption in my view.”

Birol adds that developing countries are
also active on the climate change issue
and they will come to Paris with
commitments. “One tonne of CO2 going
to the atmosphere from Mumbai or
Shanghai has the same impact.”

The IEA has been active on the climate
issue publishing the ‘World Energy
Outlook Special Report 2015: Energy
and Climate Change’ at the time of the
conference. Birol observes that two
thirds of greenhouse gas emissions
comes from energy production and use.
The report has a number of
recommendations and details the IEA’s
proposals for COP21.

“More and more energy companies are
starting to engage with the climate
change issue, because to assume that
climate policies will not affect the energy
business is a mistake. Leaving aside the
moral issue, it is a mistake from a
business viewpoint.” Birol likens this to
“assuming that interest rating will be the
same for the next 25 years. A short

2014: historic year
“I like to get my hands dirty with data,”
says Birol. The latest IEA data shows

“Although almost everyone now agrees
that climate change is a problem, why is
it difficult to find a solution?” asks Birol.
There continues to be disagreement
about the share of responsibilities. Some
say that we should look at the past
trends and who was responsible for
historic emissions. In the last 125 years
the US and Europe have emitted more
than 60 per cent of the global emissions.
Looking to the future the contribution
from emerging countries will be
substantial. Emissions growth from
China will be equal to emissions growth
from the US, Europe and Japan
combined. Emissions from India, a
relatively poor country per capita, will
soon overtake those of Japan.
Prompted by the UN many countries are
now making commitments for emissions
reductions, known as INDCs [intended
nationally determined contributions].
Birol says that two thirds of global
emissions are now covered by such
agreements. “If these commitments are
enacted, and governments don’t just pay
lip service to them, they will have a real
impact on the energy sector,” he adds.

He goes on to detail the impact of these
commitments across the energy sector.
One quarter of the world’s energy supply
will be low carbon in 2030 if the
commitments are achieved. Energy
intensity will improve three times faster
than in the last decade. Renewable
energy will account for nearly 60 per
cent of new capacity additions in the
next 15 years in the power sector and
two thirds of additional capacity will be
in China, EU, US and India. China will be
by far the largest contributor, with

Chinese renewable energy investment
greater than US, Europe and Japan
combined. Oil growth will slow mainly as
a result of improved fuel efficiency and
natural gas will be the only fossil fuel that
increases its share of the global energy
mix.
Birol says the main challenge will be
coal, which will get a “strong hit”. Total
coal demand in the US, Europe and
Japan will contract by 45 per cent and
coal use in China and India will slow
significantly.
“Climate change pledges for COP21 are
the right first steps but they do not bring
us to the 2°C target we need to reach.”
Therefore the IEA report details four
demands for the energy sector. “If the
Paris agreement does not have these it
risks being a failure,” he warns.
The IEA proposal for COP21 has four
elements:
1. Peak in emissions around 2020: set
the conditions which will achieve an
early peak in global energy-related
emissions;

commitments and what needs to be
done to achieve the 2°C target. There are
five policies to make this bridge and they
do not need any new technologies and
they will also not harm economic growth.
In concluding, Birol stress that the
pledges on climate change are not
enough to achieve climate targets but
they are a basis from which to “build
ambition.” He warns energy companies
that do not anticipate stronger energy
and climate polices risk being at a
competitive disadvantage. Looking
forward to COP21, the IEA proposes four
key energy sector outcomes, including a
peak in emissions in 2020. In closing he
highlights the fact that climate change
will lead the agenda at the IEA’s
Ministerial meeting in November, and
stresses that climate policy will shape
the future of the energy sector.

3. Environmental
Standards
Our award programmes and services
support councils and businesses to
promote good environmental standards.

Adam Morton talks to Eco-Schools
Manager, Carmel Fyfe about the project and
the benefits of teaching young children
about the importance of sustainability.
The Eco-Schools project is a world-wide
environmental programme. 58 countries
take part in the programme that aims to
teach children about environmental
awareness by getting them involved in
practical actions. The eco-school
framework consists of seven elements,
these are:

Savings by measure, 2030

2. Five-year revision: review
contributions regularly, to test the
scope to lift the level of ambition and
to take account of technology
changes;

environment, waste and water report

2. The fruits of energy efficiency polices
on the demand side; and

Northern Ireland is Beautiful
Campus initiative began when students
entering third-level education in various
countries wanted to join the EcoCommittee only to discover there wasn’t
one. One visionary university in Cork
agreed to run the programme and
immediately gained the twin benefits of
significant student participation and
financial savings. No wonder that many
universities have since followed suit.

energy report

1. The strong penetration of renewable
energy;

“If these commitments are
enacted, and governments don’t
just pay lip service to them, they
will have a real impact on the
energy sector.”

environment, waste and water report

2014 was the first time in the last 40
years CO2 did not increase although the
global economy grew. In the past there
were only three occasions when CO2 did
not increase and the reason was always,
economic decline. Last year the global
economy grew by 3 per cent and CO2
emissions did not increase. There are
three main reasons for this:

•

Energy efficiency
Upstream methane reductions
Reducing inefficient coal
Renewables investment
Fossil fuel subsidy reform

3. Lock in the vision: translate the
established climate goal into a
collective long-term emissions goal;

eco-committee;

•

environmental review;

•

action plan;

•

involving the whole school and the
wider community;

•

linking to the curriculum;

•

monitoring and evaluating;

•

eco-code.

“The first thing schools would do is form
an environmental committee,” said Keep
Northern Ireland Beautiful Eco-School’s
Manager, Carmel Fyfe. “The committee
is pupil led so they are responsible for
the programme within the school and
are tasked with engaging pupils across a
number of year groups. The next step is
for the committee to conduct an
environmental review and that helps
schools find their baseline and highlight

4. Track the transition: establish a
process for tracking energy sector
achievements.
The peak in emissions in 2020 is the
most important according to Birol. The
current pledges slow emissions but don’t
peak in 2020. The IEA report has a
“Bridge scenario” which bridges current

areas where they could make
improvements.”
The project has had a lot of success in
Northern Ireland since its launch in 1994.
Now, 21 years later, Northern Ireland is
the first country to have all primary and
post-primary schools involved with the
project. The Eco-Schools project sets
standards that schools should meet and
recognises and awards their
achievements. The highest rank, the
coveted ‘green flag award’ is distributed
bi-annually. In November 2015 Northern
Ireland hosted the eco-schools global
meeting. This meeting involved delegates
from 54 countries visiting Northern
Ireland. “Hosting the global meeting was
a huge honour for Northern Ireland,” said
Fyfe. “It only served to further highlight
the excellent standards achieved by
Northern Ireland’s schools through their
involvement in the Eco-Schools project.”
Ballycraigy Primary School in Co Antrim
is a good example of the high standards
that can be achieved through working
with the project. Speaking about the
project, the school’s eco-school coordinator, Jocelyn Brown claimed the
programme can challenge both pupils

and teachers: “The project teaches our
children to look after their environment,”
she said. “It also challenges our teachers
and asks them to think about how they
might be able to take their learning
outside.
“We have had a connection with the
programme for about 10 years or so. We
are now an ambassador for the project
and are heading towards our fifth green
flag.”
Ulidia Integrated College in Carrickfergus
has also experienced similar benefits
from their involvement with the project.
“It has taught the children about the
importance of sustainability, said Ulidia’s
Eco-School project co-ordinator Sandra
Patterson. “Hopefully that has been a
pivotal part of their learning over the last
10 years. As a school we believe it is
very important to act locally and think
globally.”
“Thanks to our involvement in the project
we are twined with a school in Kenya
and are working with a school in
Madagascar. We are the only school to
have zero waste and we have been able
to claim that for three years now. It is a
terrific achievement that we are so proud
of. Within the college we have also
invested in renewable energy, we have a
wind turbine and 28 solar panels and
have increased our biodiversity greatly.
Thanks to student demand, we now offer
horticulture as a subject. It is great to
see the enthusiasm for the environment
this project has encouraged them to
adopt.”

The environmental charity Keep Northern Ireland
Beautiful outlines its desire for a cleaner, greener
and more sustainable Nothern Ireland.
Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful is an
environmental charity committed to the
vision of cleaner, greener and more
sustainable communities. We work to
bring about a change in behaviour by
inspiring people to become active
participants in looking after their local
community.
Our work to make life better has three
main themes: engagement &
volunteering; education; and
environmental standards.

1. Engagement &
volunteering
Live Here Love Here is a nationwide
collaboration focused on improving local
communities. It is supported by most
councils, the Department for the
Environment, Tourism NI and Keep
Northern Ireland Beautiful.
With tightening budgets, councils can no
longer just keep doing everything.
Positive engagement with people and
local communities has to be at the heart
of making where we live better for
everyone. Live Here Love Here
(www.liveherelovehere.org) does just that
by getting people involved in clean-ups
of local areas; green-ups through
planting activities; and spruce-ups to
tackle graffiti, vandalism or dilapidation. A
small grants scheme helps overcome
some of the challenges.

Campaign clean-ups include The BIG
Spring Clean, which in 2014, involved
over 105,000 people or around 6 per cent
of the population. Through this campaign
a growing number of Adopt a Spot and
Coast Care groups are now taking longterm responsibility for improving where
they live.

2. Education
Our education programmes are designed
to not only raise awareness but to
change behaviours through action based
learning.
Eco-Schools, linked to the United Nations
Environment Programme, is making a
real difference to the lives of our young
people, with 100 per cent Eco-Schools
participation in NI. Recently 54 countries
worldwide visited to see our work as we
hosted the prestigious Eco-Schools
National Operators Conference. This
pupil led programme is not just changing
behaviour but also saving schools money.
Our next goal is to see ‘Every School a
Green Flag Eco-School’ as they achieve
international recognition for their work.
However, this cannot just be a schools
programme if it is to change society for
the better.

Blue Flag, Seaside Awards and Green
Coast are awards for beaches; Local
Environmental Quality Surveys help
Councils to address Litter and dog fouling
issues; and the Green Flag Award
provides a national benchmarking
standard for parks and green spaces
encouraging high environmental
performance and good management.
Environmental performance is becoming
increasingly important to businesses of
all shapes and sizes. The TIDY Business
programme is a simple way for
businesses to assess their environmental
performance and make improvements in
a clear and structured way,
simultaneously achieving key
environmental and CSR targets.
While we are focused on NI our
programmes are closely linked to the
Sustainable Development Goals, which
are everyone’s responsibility.

Contact Details:
Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful
Bridge House, 2 Paulett Avenue
Belfast BT5 4HD
Tel: 028 9073 6920
Web:
www.keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org
Facebook: Keep Northern Ireland
Beautiful
Twitter: @KeepNIBeautiful

As Eco-Schools grow we are seeing
increasing numbers of students in thirdlevel education who have come through
Eco-Schools, so we expect to see an
Eco-Campus emerge soon. The Eco83
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Mechanical data
•

Double page spread

€2,995

Bleed - 358mm x 256mm

Full page colour

€1,995

Half page colour

€1,295

Full page
Copy area - 145 mm wide x 210mm high
Bleed - 182mm wide x 256mm high
Trim - (B5) - 176mm wide x 250mm high

•

Rate card for display adverts*

Double page spread

Trim - 352mm wide x 250mm high
•

82

Half page

Special positions*
Outside back cover

€4,995

Inside front cover

€2,695

First right hand page

€2,395

Exclusive chapter sponsor

€5,995

145mm wide x 100mm high
*All prices are subject to VAT

Expert advice and assistance
The Environment Ireland team can offer guidance about what type of advertisement is appropriate – where it should be
located to achieve maximum impact – and how to optimise profile. A complimentary graphic design service is available to
advertisers who do not have access to an advertising agency or in-house design service.

General
1. All artwork should be supplied in digital format.
2. All fonts, scanned images and graphics should be included on the disk or email (even though they may also be embedded
into the artwork).
3. All fonts should be Postscript format.
4. All artwork, scanned images and embedded graphics must be CMYK ink separated for printing.
5. Scanned images and graphics should be saved as ‘eps’ files (filename.eps) or ‘tif’ files (filename.tif). Photographic files may
also be saved as ‘jpeg’ (filename.jpg).

For further information on how your organisation can feature, contact our sales team:
Leanne Brannigan

Sam Tobin

+44 (0) 28 9261 9933

+353 (0) 1 661 3755

leanne.brannigan@environmentireland.ie

sam.tobin@environmentireland.ie

