
Environment Ireland: January 2022

Dr Úna FitzPatrick
Senior Ecologist, National Biodiversity Data Centre 
Chair & Project Manager, All-Ireland Pollinator Plan

All-Ireland Pollinator Plan
Encouraging biodiversity action across all sectors

www.pollinators.ie

http://www.pollinators.ie/


Ireland has ~31,500 species living within 117 habitats
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Ireland has ~31,500 species living within 117 habitats

BIODIVERSITY LOSS IS A HUGE PROBLEM

§ Of those habitats assessed only 9% are in a good state

§ Of those species assessed 17% are threatened with extinction from Ireland



Identify simple vehicles that can be used to carry the biodiversity 
message to a very wide audience



Identify simple vehicles that can be used to carry the biodiversity 
message to a very wide audience

ü Pollinators are an element of biodiversity that people understand & relate to

ü Can be communicated as a clean & simple message

ü Changes can be easily monitored

ü Protecting pollinators has knock-on benefits for biodiversity generally



Ireland: value of insect pollination to food 
crops is up to €59 million per year

Wild plants sustain all other biodiversity, as well as providing 
carbon sequestration and flood mitigation services, not to 
mention the joy (and health benefits) of places where we 

can connect with nature.



Ireland has 100 bee species 

1 78
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One third of our 99 wild bee 
species are threatened with 

extinction from Ireland
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Abundance of common 
bumblebees has declined 

since 2012

The plight of pollinators is typical of many components of our biodiversity

Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme
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The plight of pollinators is typical of many components of our biodiversity
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Rare species are disappearing through loss of semi-natural habitats & common species are 
declining in abundance as a consequence of how we manage the rest of the landscape



If there is a problem what 
do you do?

1. Decide if it’s important
2. Critically assess the problem and how serious it is
3. Identify the causes 
4. Collectively agree a positive framework to address the problem
5. Identify evidence-based actions to help
6. Communicate these properly
7. Develop a partnership driven approach where possible
8. Track progress – is it working?

ü EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy
ü National Biodiversity Action Plan
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Call to action – everyone can help
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If you want to help it is important to 
think about how your site can provide 

food, shelter & safety

ü In doing this you help protect 
biodiversity generally

Call to action – everyone can help



ü Actions are all evidence-based
ü Relevant sectors feed into development
ü Communication is tailored each time

ü Pollinator friendly actions, each very clearly explained
ü Lots of options
ü All actions are pragmatic & low cost

www.pollinators.ie

Solutions should be evidence-based and carefully tailored to the target audience

Use existing networks/partnerships to encourage implementation and roll out
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ALL-IRELAND POLLINATOR PLAN KEY SUCCESSES: 2015-



Showcases a small fraction of the thousands of people 
who made the AIPP a reality between 2015-2020https://pollinators.ie/working-together-for-biodiversity

ALL-IRELAND POLLINATOR PLAN KEY SUCCESSES: 2015-
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ALL-IRELAND POLLINATOR PLAN KEY SUCCESSES: 2015-

86% of Councils have become partners

https://pollinators.ie/councils/council-partners/

https://pollinators.ie/councils/council-partners/


ALL-IRELAND POLLINATOR PLAN KEY SUCCESSES: 2015-

200+ local communities 
have become pollinator friendly 
through a special award in the 

Tidy Towns competition

Parks become pollinator 
friendly through Green 

Flag award

Many schools
have become 

pollinator friendly



Business supporters continue to increase

https://pollinators.ie/businesses/
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ALL-IRELAND POLLINATOR PLAN KEY SUCCESSES: 2015-

Regarded as a success story internationally



All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025

ü Wanted it to be more ambitious, yet remain realistic



All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025

ü Wanted it to be more ambitious, yet remain realistic

Objective 1: Making farmland pollinator friendly
Objective 2: Making public land pollinator friendly
Objective 3: Making private land pollinator friendly
Objective 4: All-Ireland Honeybee Strategy
Objective 5: Conserving rare pollinators
Objective 6: Strategic coordination of the Plan

ü186 actions
ü Responsibility shared out between the partners

Implementation is coordinated by 
the National Biodiversity Data 

Centre



New ideas for 
2021-2025

To build on the first phase 
and encourage more land to 
be managed for pollinators 

and biodiversity



More training; provide 
more technical advice

Encourage more 
ecological corridors

Expand to new sectors 
(e.g., healthcare sites)

All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025



Recognise sites that 
are pesticide free

All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025

Do more to protect 
rare pollinators

Establish a ‘Wild Bee Way’ to 
celebrate excellent examples 
of restored pollinator habitat 

across the island



Better track changes; monitor 
pollinators across a fixed network 

of 50 sites beginning 2022

Better explain the wider benefits of 
pollinator actions – particularly to 
climate and health and wellbeing

All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025



All our partners are engaging and helping deliver 
the new Plan



Challenges

Need to fully normalise a better way of managing our whole 
landscape to permanently support our struggling biodiversity



Challenges

Long-term participation with the AIPP needs to be built on:

ü Trust in the experts running the programme
ü Acknowledgement of all the efforts being made
ü Clear demonstrations that the actions we are taking together are making a 

difference and are having a positive impact

Need to fully normalise a better way of managing our whole 
landscape to permanently support our struggling biodiversity



Lots of small actions, taken 
together, can begin to solve 

big problems

Thanks to all those who have supported the 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan since 2015



pollinators@biodiversityireland.ie

www.pollinators.ie
THANK YOU

mailto:pollinators@biodiversityireland.ie

