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3 Phases of Irish Climate Policy

• 1992 to 2010

Ambition without understanding

• 2011 to 2017

Understanding without action

• 2017 –

Preparing for action



Five Steps to Action

• A new stronger climate law by Christmas

• A new Advisory Council in January

• Social Dialogue and Public Participation

• Five year carbon budgets by the Summer

• A new Climate Action Plan by the Autumn



Five principles for faster and 

fairer climate action

• Fairness

• Urgency

• Science

• Dialogue

• Accountability



What does faster and fairer 

climate action mean

From “A Shared Vision for A Just Recovery” launched on Monday 

by 60+ civil society coalitions and organisations:

A Just Recovery means focusing on climate justice, doing our fair share to 

achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement. It means eliminating climate-changing 

pollution in a way that tackles inequality and reduces poverty, and restoring and 

protecting nature and wildlife. Faster and fairer climate action can and should 

create thousands of new, well-paid, secure, unionised jobs across the country and 

support an economy that operates within ecological limits. It must include a Just 

Transition for the workers and communities most impacted by the move to a zero 

pollution future and must be fully  equality and poverty proofed. 



Download “A Shared Vision for a Just Recovery” here: http://bit.ly/Vision4JustRecovery

https://t.co/MS5fa8SfY0?amp=1


5 Tests for the Climate Bill

1. Does it put Ireland’s 2050 net zero emission’s target into law, and set 

it as the floor, not the ceiling, of our ambition?

2. Does it create a fully independent expert Council to advise 

Government and monitor progress?

3. Does it mandate Government to propose 5-year pollution limits that 

will be legally binding once adopted by the Dáil?

4. Will the 5-year pollution limits include all greenhouses gasses and all 

sectors of the economy?

5. Does the Bill provide for robust Ministerial accountability to the 

Oireachtas for keeping within the legally-binding pollution limits?



5 Weaknesses in the Bill

1. Pursue - but not achieve! - the 2050 target.

2. Must be net zero by 2050 at the latest

3. The Carbon Budget could exclude methane and nitrous 

oxide

4. The Carbon Budgets don’t have to be line with the 2050 

target

5. The Plans don’t have to be consistent with the Budgets



Carbon Budget Parameters



Is there hope?

or are we just f**ked?

“And yes, we do need hope, of 

course we do. But the one thing 

we need more than hope is action.

Once we start to act, hope is 

everywhere.

So instead of looking for hope, 

look for action. Then, and only 

then, hope will come.”

Greta Thunberg (age 15), TEDx
Stockholm, November 2018.


